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Definitions of Scholarship

• Challenge by Boyer (1990) to embrace the full scope of academic 
work

• Scholarship of Discovery
• Scholarship of Teaching
• Scholarship of Practice (Application)
• Scholarship of Integration

Boyer, 1990



Definitions of Scholarship in Nursing

• Activities that systematically advance the teaching, research, and 
practice of nursing through rigorous inquiry that:

1. Is significant to the profession
2. Is creative
3. Can be documented
4. Can be replicated or elaborated
5. Can be peer-reviewed

American Association of Colleges of Nursing
https://www.aacnnursing.org/News-Information/Position-Statements-White-Papers/Defining-Scholarship



Scholarship of Teaching

Produces knowledge 
to support the 

transfer of the science 
and art of nursing 

from the expert to the 
novice

• Examples:
• Peer-reviewed publications
• Case studies related to teaching-learning
• Learning theory development
• Accreditation or other comprehensive 

program reports
• Positive peer assessments of teaching
• Successful application of technology
• Grant awards
• Published textbooks, learning aids
• Presentations related to teaching/learning

American Association of Colleges of Nursing
https://www.aacnnursing.org/News-Information/Position-Statements-White-Papers/Defining-Scholarship



Scholarship of Practice (Application)

Encompasses all 
aspects of the delivery 

of nursing service 
where evidence of 

direct impact in 
solving health care 

problems or defining 
problems of a 

community is present

• Examples:
• Peer-reviewed publications
• Presentations related to practice
• Consultation reports
• Products, patents, license copyrights
• Grant awards to support practice
• State, regional, national, or international 

recognition as a master practitioner
• Professional certifications, degrees, specialty 

credentials
• Reports of projects, policy papers

American Association of Colleges of Nursing
https://www.aacnnursing.org/News-Information/Position-Statements-White-Papers/Defining-Scholarship



Scholarship of Integration

Research/inquiry on 
the boundaries of 
converging fields, 

interpreting research 
into “larger 

intellectual patterns”

Critical analysis and 
interpretation

• Examples:
• Peer-reviewed publications
• Copyrights, licenses, patents, products
• Published books
• Positive peer evaluations of contributions to 

integrative scholarship
• Interdisciplinary grant awards
• Presentations

Policy papers designed to influence 
organizations or governments

American Association of Colleges of Nursing
https://www.aacnnursing.org/News-Information/Position-Statements-White-Papers/Defining-Scholarship



Scholarship of Discovery

Inquiry that produces 
the disciplinary and 

professional 
knowledge at the 
heart of academic 

pursuits

• Examples:
• Peer-reviewed publications
• Presentations
• Grant awards
• Mentorship of junior colleagues
• Recognition as a scholar in an 

identified area
• Positive peer evaluations of the body 

of work

American Association of Colleges of Nursing
https://www.aacnnursing.org/News-Information/Position-Statements-White-Papers/Defining-Scholarship



Getting Started



Getting Started

• Identify your area of expertise
• Collaborate with colleagues
• Consider the opportunity for scholarship in everything you are 

already doing



Many Forms of Scholarship

EDUCATIONAL 
LECTURES

INSTRUCTIONAL 
RESOURCES

CONSULTATION 
REPORTS

POLICY PAPERS

POSTER 
PRESENTATIONS

PODIUM 
PRESENTATIONS

GRANT AWARDS PUBLICATIONS



Pathways to Publication

• Institution-specific documents
• Clinical practice guidelines
• Professional organization work groups
• Textbook chapters
• Manuscripts for journals

• Case reports
• Continuing education 
• Quality improvement
• Integrative literature reviews
• Policy analysis
• Research projects



Identifying Opportunities







Alternatives to Traditional Manuscripts

CASE STUDIES BRIEF REPORTS REFLECTIONS VIEWPOINTS



Collaboration with Nursing 
Colleagues



PhD – DNP Collaboration

PhD Attributes – Research Focused DNP Attributes – Practice Focused

Advanced 
Practice 
Nursing

Clinical 
scholar, 
practice 

specialist

Critically 
address 
problem

Lead and 
collaborate

Translate 
into 

practice

Nurse 
Scientist

Critically 
address 
problem

Idea 
proposal 

team

Develop 
highly 

funded 
Program of 
Research

Generate 
new 

knowledge



PhD – DNP Collaboration

Mutual 
Passion

Humility and 
Respect

Ongoing 
engagement



Thank you

I will welcome your questions after Dr. Zimmerman’s presentation
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